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The parallel asymmetric synthesis of an array of 30 b-amino acids of high enantiomeric purity using the conjugate addition of

homochiral lithium N-benzyl-N-(a-methylbenzyl)amide as the key step is accomplished. The experimental simplicity and highly practical

nature of the protocol are demonstrated by the efficient parallel conversion of 15 a,b-unsaturated esters to both enantiomeric series of the

corresponding b-amino acids in high overall yields and selectivities.
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1,4-addition reactions

pp 1613–1617

Yvette Mata, Montserrat Diéguez,* Oscar Pàmies,* Kallolmay Biswas and Simon Woodward*

O

AlR'3

Cu / L1-L6

O

R'*

O
O

O
O

P

Ph

N O

R

O
O

L1-L5

O
O

NH

O
O

Ph

OMe
P

P
O

O
O O

L6

vi



The influence of microwave irradiation on lipase-catalyzed kinetic resolution of racemic secondary alcohols pp 1618–1624

Prabhakar Bachu, Jennifer S. Gibson, Jonathan Sperry and Margaret A. Brimble*

microwave, 70W, 60 oC

   lipase, toluene O CH3

O

R R'

OH

R R'

OH

R R'
* * *

+

R = aryl, alkyl
R' = alkyl

Cl

O CH3

O

acyl donor

On the racemisation of aspartic anhydride during its preparation pp 1625–1627

Frédéric Buron, Geoffrey Deguest, Laurent Bischoff,* Corinne Fruit and Francis Marsais

O

RHN
O

O
COOH

COOHRHN
dehydration

e.e. = 100 %

10 different methods tested
e.e. 40 to 100 %

The first stereoselective Pd-catalyzed addition of boronic acids onto aldehydes pp 1628–1634
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